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HCC is about “Connecting 

people to Jesus Christ, to 

one another, and to the  

community.” 

2517 Browns Mill Road 

Johnson City, TN 37604 

Church Office (423) 282-4616 

www.harrisonchurch.com 

  Office Hours: 9:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m. 

Monday thru Friday 

Worship - Sunday 

9:30-10:15 a.m.: Sunday School 

10:30 a.m.:  Worship Service 

Senior Minister:  Brian Powell 

brian@harrisonchurch.com 

Children’s Minister:  Autumn Stapleton 

autumn@harrisonchurch.com 

Jr./Sr. High Minister:  Dustin Green 

dustin@harrisonchurch.com 

Interim Worship Minister: Colt Burchfield 

 (colt@harrisonchurch.com) 

Parish Nurse: Kim Sell 

parishnurse@harrisonchurch.com 

Office Secretary: Carolyn Sell  

office@harrisonchurch.com 

Elders:  David Birchfield, Jim Sell &  

Jan Wilcox 

 

The Christian Connection 
A Publication of Harrison Christian Church                      

June 2017 Newsletter 
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Children’s Ministry 
Autumn Stapleton 

Jr./Sr. High Youth Ministry 
Dustin Greene 

Many times, throughout the Bible, God is referred to as 

our father. Children look to a good father for           

protection, comfort, and correction. A good father 

gladly and willingly embraces the role of leading his 

family. He does not take that position lightly. He takes 

the time to know each of his children…to know their 

needs, their wants, and the details of their lives. A good 

father can tell you his kids’ favorite subject, their least 

favorite vegetable, and their favorite toy (at least for 

that week). 

 

Does it often occur to us that God sees us as His     

children? He wants you to talk to him. He knows the 

details of your day. He knows you spilt the coffee on 

your lap. He knows you made every green light to 

work. He knows you prefer chocolate cake over   

strawberry pie. You are His child. He cares about you. 

He may have a million children, but He knows you and 

loves you because He believes that you are one in a 

million. When everyone else may stumble over what 

your name is or may forget your birthday or may not 

have the slightest clue who you really are, God knows 

who you are. He knows you inside and out, and the 

Creator of the entire universe thinks you are worth   

dying for.  

 

This Father’s Day, I hope you are blessed with a good 

earthly father. I am and so are my kids. But no matter 

what you can be blessed with a heavenly Father who 

loves you more than you can even imagine.  

 

I once read a quote, “On the darkest days when I feel 

inadequate, unloved, and unworthy, I remember whose 

child I am, and I straighten my crown.” This is so true. 

You belong to Him and not to them. So straighten your 

crown and hold that head high. After all, your Father 

knows all the hairs on your head, and He is the one 

who made the stars and filled the seas. Your Father’s 

eye is on the sparrow, and He is watching over you and 

me. (Luke 12:7) 

 

Your car breaks down, you’re laid-off from 

work, and/or your water pipe bursts in the 

house.  What, do you do?  Dave Ramsey 

would say, “Withdraw money from your 

Emergency Fund”.  What’s an Emergency 

Fund?  An Emergency Fund is money set 

aside each month for unexpected expenses 

and/or events.  Creating and investing into an    

Emergency Fund is smart and responsible   

finances.  But, what classifies as an         

emergency?  Emergency, is any stressful event 

that impacts you.  Notice, when your car 

breaks down, when you’re laid off from work 

and/or when your water pipe bursts in the 

house, it’s an emergency.  But, when the same 

events happen to someone else, it’s not an 

emergency.  What about the millions of     

people that are hungry, homeless, sick, and/or 

Christ-less, is that an emergency?  The       

purpose of this article isn’t to condemn you 

for having an Emergency Fund, but to change 

your perspective of what an emergency is.  I 

challenge everyone to rethink your          

Emergency Fund, because everyone’s      

emergency becomes your emergency. 

 

 

JUNE 2nd-3rd YOUTH ALL-NIGHTER 

  

 

Congrats to all our HCC Graduates… 

                                         
High School 

Kathryn Cifelli - SHHS 
 

College/University 
Zach Bennett - University of TN 

Brandon Mooney - Northeast State 
Katie Sell - Milligan College 
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Missions Moment 

 

 

 

Mental Health Awareness 
Depression is a serious medical illness and an important public health 

issue. Depression is characterized by persistent sadness and sometimes 

irritability (particularly in children) and is one of the leading causes of 

disease or injury worldwide for both men and women. Depression can 

cause suffering for depressed individuals and can also have negative 

effects on their families and the communities in which they live. The 

economic burden of depression, including workplace costs, direct costs 

and suicide- related costs, was estimated to be $210.5 billion in 2010.1 

Depression is associated with significant healthcare needs, school     

problems, loss of work, and earlier mortality, an increased risk for     

mortality from suicide as well as other causes, such as heart disease,  
lower workplace productivity and more absenteeism, which result in 

lower income and higher unemployment, higher risk for other conditions 

and behaviors, including other mental disorders (anxiety disorders,      

substance use disorders, eating disorders), and smoking. 

 

Depression can occur at any time over a person’s life. Follow the links 

below to learn about depression and different life stages, depression in 

children, depression and pregnancy, depression and aging. 

Although effective treatments are available, many individuals with    

depression do not have access to treatment or do not take advantage of 

services. If not effectively treated, depression is likely to become a 

chronic disease. Just experiencing one episode of depression places an 

individual at a 50% risk for experiencing another episode, and further 

increases the chances of having more depression episodes in the future. 

Public health surveillance systems measure the prevalence and impact of 

depression providing valuable information that can be used to guide  

mental health promotion, mental illness prevention, and treatment     

programs. 

Diagnostic Criteria 
According to the American Psychiatric Association’s diagnostic criteria 

for Major Depressive Disorder, a person must experience five or more 

symptoms below for a continuous period of at least two weeks.2 

 Feelings of sadness, hopelessness, depressed mood 

 Loss of interest or pleasure in activities that used to be enjoyable 

 Change in weight or appetite (either increase or decrease) 

 Change in activity: psychomotor agitation (being more active than 

usual) or psychomotor retardation (being less active than usual) 

 Insomnia (difficulty sleeping) or sleeping too much 

 Feeling tired or not having any energy 

 Feelings of guilt or worthlessness 

 Difficulties concentrating and paying attention 

 Thoughts of death or suicide.  

 Most symptoms must be present every day or nearly every day and 

must cause significant distress or problems in daily life functioning. 

 

Depression Statistics 
 More than 1 out of 20 Americans 12 years of age and older reported 

current depression (moderate or severe depressive symptoms in the past 2 

weeks) in 2009-2012. Among Americans 12 years of age and over, a 

greater percentage of  females reported depression than males. Almost 

10% of adults aged 40-59 reported current depression. 
CDC.gov 

Family Promise of Johnson City 
 

Hello!  Now that we’re almost half-way through 2017, it 

seems like a good time to give you an update. 
 

New Location.  On January 25, 2017, Family Promise    

relocated to our new facilities at 215 W. Watauga  Avenue.  

Our new facilities are a great blessing to us and especially to 

our families.  This new facility is a great improvement over 

our old Day Center and allows our families to be in a   

building that is no longer substandard. 
 

Our Ministry is healthy and effective.  88% of our     

funding goes to directly help our families.  In the last 12 

months, we served 24 families and provided countless help 

to many individuals in the community.  Of our families that 

successfully completed our program, 100% of them found 

housing. 
 

We are the only ones.  There is no other agency in the area 

that is equipped to keep homeless families with children, 

like Scott and his daughter Olivia, together while they are at 

the lowest point in their lives.  This single dad and little girl 

came to us with serious issues.  Family Promise made a  

difference in their lives and helped them get in an         

apartment.  We are grateful to our individual and church 

partners for helping and loving our  families while we work 

to help them get back on their feet. 
 

Thank you.  We are grateful to our friends at Harrison 

Christian Church for your work on behalf of Family    

Promise and out guests.  Thank you for: 
 

1. Volunteering - we always need people to help 

when our families stay at Antioch Baptist Church 

(the host church that you partner with 3 to 4 times 

per year.) 
 

2. Advocating for Family Promise.  We appreciate 

it when you tell others about Family Promise. 
 

3. Giving generously for the work God calls us to 

do for homeless families in need.  We could not 

fulfill the mission God has given us without our 

financial support. 
 

May God continue to bless Harrison Christian Church and 

all who call it their church home. 
 

Bob Hall, Director 

Parish Nurse 
Kim Sell 

https://www.cdc.gov/tobacco/campaign/tips/quit-smoking/guide/depression-and-smoking.html
https://www.cdc.gov/childrensmentalhealth/depression.html#depression
https://www.cdc.gov/childrensmentalhealth/depression.html#depression
https://www.cdc.gov/reproductivehealth/depression/index.htm
https://www.cdc.gov/aging/mentalhealth/depression.htm
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 “When the day of Pentecost came, they were all together in one place.  Suddenly a 

sound like the blowing of the wind came from Heaven and filled the whole house 

where they were sitting.  They saw what seemed to be tongues of fire that separated 

and came to rest on each of them.  All of them were filled with the Holy Spirit and 

began to speak in other tongues as the Spirit enabled them…” (Acts 2:1-41). 
 

Every December we celebrate the birth of Jesus and all the world pauses to celebrate Christmas with us; and then about four 

months later we celebrate His death, burial, and resurrection, and most of the world recognizes that Easter is a special day on 

the calendar.  But then seven weeks/50 days later hardly anyone recognizes or understands the importance of Pentecost    

Sunday which commemorates a once-in-history event, when the Lord’s church was born.  I encourage you to pause right now 

and read about in Acts 2:1-41 (Pause now and read). 
 

Arnold Airhart has noted, “It is not possible to conceive of the church without the Spirit.  It is the Spirit who makes the 

Church truly the Church.  The Church is rooted deep in pre-Pentecost history {Jewish Feast of Weeks}, but Pentecost marks 

the arrival of the Church as the body of the Christ, and as God’s instrument of saving mission to the world.”  The Day of  

Pentecost is a day of  fulfillment: 
 

1.) Pentecost is the fulfillment of prophecy.  Peter quotes Joel’s prophecy when he said God was fulfilling His promise of 

pouring out His Spirit which Jesus also predicted (Joel 2:28-32; John 14-16; Acts 1:4-5). 
 

2.) Pentecost is the fulfillment of prayer.  When the Holy Spirit came upon the disciples, they were together in one place in 

obedience and faith and surrender; and they had most likely been in deep prayer seeking God’s direction for themselves and 

for their faith in the risen Lord when suddenly through the coming of the Holy Spirit they were divinely energized into people 

of action and truth.  Now it’s interesting that some of the people who were there that day concluded that the apostles were 

drunk; but in reality, it tells us something about the excitement and joy that prevailed that day because on that first Pentecost 

Sunday when the church was born there was a lot to be joyful about. 
 

3.) Pentecost is the fulfillment of proclamation.  The theme of Pentecost, believe it or not, is communication; and it really is 

a shame that the whole idea of speaking in tongues has become such a controversial issue.  Now the simplest understanding 

of what happened that day is that the apostles were enabled to speak in many different languages because the Gospel needed 

to be shared; and what better time than when so many gathered in Jerusalem from all over the known world so these were not 

unintelligible words, but the languages of the people who were gathered in the city to celebrate the Jewish Feast of Weeks 

Festival.  The speaking in so many different languages was to say that the Gospel of Jesus Christ was and is for all people! 

And friends, the purpose and meaning of Pentecost is still the same because the moment we become Christians, God  

commissioned us to share the good news of Jesus Christ with our little section of the world. 
 

Have you ever heard of “Rockin’ Rollin” Stewart?  Let me ask you another question: Have you ever been watching a sporting 

event on T.V. and seen people holding up signs saying “John 3:16”?  Well, Rockin’ Rollin Stewart is responsible for that 

happening; and his story appeared in People Magazine several years ago and it’s a fascinating story.  Stewart was a drunk 

when he met Jesus, accepted Him as his Savior, became a Christian, and experienced God’s power to heal his alcoholism.  

And then one day the idea struck him that if he could just get into major sporting events and put the Word of God before the 

people, it would be seen by hundreds of thousands, and perhaps even millions of people.  So for a number of years Stewart, 

his wife, and a friend named Williams Jones lived a very spartan life.  They averaged driving 55,000 miles a year in an old 

beat up van, telling their story, and using the money they collected to buy tickets for major sporting events holding a  

“John 3:16”sign.  Now nobody knows how many tens of thousands of people have turned to John 3:16 and read: “For God 

so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life.” 
 

Now that may not be your method of communicating the good news of Jesus Christ; but the point is here is a man who heard 

God’s command to tell the world about Jesus which is the meaning of Pentecost and the mission of the church.  How and 

who will you tell?  Unfortunately, Rollin Stewart’s spiritual life deteriorated and he ended up going to prison; but a possible 

lesson for us in that is how God through the power of His indwelling Holy Spirit has the capacity to use even the most flawed     

vessels, including me and you, to accomplish His good work.  In fact, the Bible says that “when they saw the courage of  

Peter and John and realized that they were unschooled, ordinary men, they were astonished and they too note that these 

men had been with Jesus” (Acts 4:13). 
 

In HIS Service - Brian O. Powell (Sr. Minister) 

https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&ved=0ahUKEwi5-KWt9-zRAhUs34MKHW9-CGwQjRwIBw&url=http%3A%2F%2Ffaithcenter.tv%2F%3Fpage_id%3D13&bvm=bv.145822982,d.cGw&psig=AFQjCNGoTb2N3WWhDxqTnSxCxpEpFu9M6A&ust=1485970926307848&cad=rjt


5 

 

 

It’s time again for our summer cookouts! 
 

Starting Wednesday, June 7th at 6:30 pm! 
 

Hamburgers, hotdogs & drinks will be  

provided.  So bring your favorite summer 

dish/dessert to share and join us for the  

great fun, food, and fellowship! 
 

We need Grill Masters who are excited to use 

our brand new grill and cook us your best 

burger! Please sign-up in the foyer! 

Sunday, June 4th is Pentecost Sunday 

(Consider Acts 2:1-41) which commemorates 

the birthday of the church.  To celebrate let’s 

take up our biggest offering of the year with the 

first 10% of whatever offerings we collect    

going directly to ETCHA which is in dire need 

of funds. This is going to be over and above 

what we designate every week to our supported 

missions.  Please plan to give generously to the 

Lord’s church and it’s supported missions on 

it’s Pentecost Birthday Celebration Sunday! 

 

Community VBS at  

North Johnson City Baptist Church 
 

When:  Saturday, July 8th 
 

Time: 10:00 a.m. - 2:00 p.m. 
 

Who: Pre-school - 6th Grade 
 

If you would like to volunteer or would like more            

information, please contact Autumn Stapleton at                                      

autumn@harrisonchurch.com , call/text 423-416-4132, 

or see her downstairs on Sunday.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Summer You Were  

Meant For! 
 

Be sure to register your child for a life-changing 
week of church camp at Appalachian Christian 

Camp.  We want to encourage all of HCC’s      
children/youth to spend part of their summer at 

Camp ACC!  Scholarships are available for those 
young people/families who might not be able to 

attend church camp otherwise.  Please let  Brian,  
Autumn, or Dustin know if you need assistance. 

 

To register visit campacc.com 

mailto:autumn@harrisonchurch.com
https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjT8em_kPrTAhWEslQKHVFuBE8QjRwIBw&url=https%3A%2F%2Fregeneration.church%2F2015%2F08%2F06%2Fcookout-friday%2F&psig=AFQjCNEQAbSi4q1ERF7-oqVjFJOLI7Vyaw&ust=1495220437
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Happenings at Harrison 

Sunday, June 4, 11, 18, 25 

9:30 a.m. Sunday School 

10:30 a.m. Worship Service 

 

Sunday, June 11  

12:00 Board Meeting following Worship. All board          
members are encouraged to  attend. 
 

Sunday, June 18 

Wish all the fathers and grandfathers in your life a 

Happy Father’s Day! 

 

Tuesday, June 6, 13, 20, 27 

6:00 p.m. Men’s Bible Study/Connection Group 

 

Tuesday, June 13 
6:00 p.m. Washington County Christian Men’s  

Fellowship at Embreeville Church of Christ.  Bud Gentry 

will be preaching on the theme: “I Am the Door” 

(John 10:7) 

 

Wednesday, June 7, 14, 21, 28 

6:30 Summer Cookouts 

 

Friday-Saturday, June 2-3 

TBA Jr./Sr. High All-Nighter 

 

June Birthdays  & Anniversaries  

 

HCC’S VITAL SIGNS 
 

2017 Budget:  $220,659.00   YTD Offering:  $69,701.00 
 

Weekly Budget Needs:  $4,243.00 
 

Date   Offering Given  Worship S.S  

May 7  $ 2,750.00       73   37 

May 14  $ 4,295.00       58   41 

May 21  $ 3,063.00       67   43 

May 28  $ 2,570.00       66   42 

 

 

 

 

 

 

June 

6/5- Lexxi Carter 

6/7- Carolyn Sell 

6/7-Gary Johnson 

6/9- Gilbert Randolph 

6/22- Barbara Wilcox 

6/23- Dana Miller 

6/27- Tyler Bishop 

6/28- Alma Shipley 

 

 

 

                                                                        

                 June 

6/7- Robert & Lori Curry 

6/9- Gary & Diana Harrison 

6/24- David & Amy Birchfield 

 

 


