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HCC is about “Connecting 
people to Jesus Christ, to 
one another, and to the  

community.” 

2517 Browns Mill Road 

Johnson City, TN 37604 

Church Office (423) 282-4616 

www.harrisonchurch.com 

  Office Hours: 9:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m. 

Monday thru Friday 

Worship - Sunday 

9:30-10:15 a.m.: Sunday School 

10:30 a.m.:  Worship Service 

Senior Minister:  Brian Powell 

brian@harrisonchurch.com 

Children’s Minister:  Autumn Stapleton 

autumn@harrisonchurch.com 

Interim Worship Minister: Colt Burchfield 

colt@harrisonchurch.com  

Parish Nurse: Kim Sell 

parishnurse@harrisonchurch.com 

Office Secretary: Carolyn Sell  

office@harrisonchurch.com 

Elders:  David Birchfield, Jim Sell &  

Jan Wilcox 
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Thanksgiving is 
A time of gratitude to God, our Creator and Provider, 

Whose guidance and care go before us. 
And whose love is with us forever. 

Thanksgiving is 
A time to reflect on the changes, 

To remember that we, too, grow and change 
From one season of life to another. 

Thanksgiving is 
A time of changing seasons, when leaves turn golden 

In autumn's wake and apples are crisp 
In the first chill breezes of fall. 

Let us remember the true meaning of Thanksgiving. 
As we see the beauty of Autumn, 

Let us acknowledge the many blessings which are ours 
Let us think of our families and friends 
And let us give thanks in our hearts.” 

 
- Anonymous 
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What if you woke up tomorrow with only what you thanked God for today? 
 

What if you woke up tomorrow with only what you thanked God for today? What would you have? This question stops me 
dead in my tracks. How often I ask God for things but forget to thank Him for what He has already given me: my family, my 
health, my family’s health, my home, my work, my friends, just to name a few. God has blessed me with so many things that 
if I were to stop and start thanking God for everything He has done for me; I don’t think I would ever stop…the list is simply 
too great. His blessings are endless especially when I think not only of the blessings He has given me in this life but also of 
the eternal blessings He has promised His children. I don’t think it is possible to thank God without coming to the realization 
that He indeed is great and generous. When thanking God, it becomes very evident that He is big and we are small.  

 

So many of us unknowing take our blessings for granted. Perhaps, it is easier to remember how much we have when we think 
of those who have so much less. According to World Hunger, one out of every nine people worldwide go hungry. According 
to a Yale study, one out of every five people worldwide does not have adequate shelter. According to Christian Post,  

75 percent of the world does not have religious freedom. And I suppose it is immeasurable to know how many people lack 
someone to love, lack for company, and lack a purpose to wake up in the morning.  

 

This Thanksgiving season, our children’s ministry lessons will focus on remembering to thank God for all His blessings. 
Sometimes, the very things that we take for granted are the most important things. Each Sunday, we are going to reflect on 
what God has given us and ask ourselves some important questions.  

 

Can we truly praise God without thanking Him? We are told to enter into His gates with thanksgiving and into His courts with 
praise. (Psalms 100:4) God’s power is so awesome, and He has given us life. Without Him, we are nothing. How can we 
know who God is and not thank Him? (Psalms 96:3-5) 

 

How do we show thanks to God? Telling God you are thankful is important. Psalms 92:1-4 encourages us to give thanks and 
to sing praises. In addition, our actions are also important. We are encouraged to share our blessings with others and to be 
cheerful givers. We are promised that God will bless us abundantly! (2 Corinthians 9:7-11). 

 

The season of Thanksgiving is so important to us as Christians because we have more to be thankful for than all others. We 
have God’s promise to care for us, to love us, and to forgive us for the times we forget to be thankful. Aren’t we so grateful 
that God does not forget to bless us because we forget to thank Him? If we remember to thank Him, we will live with so much 
more joy. We will hold the people He has put in our lives more closely. We will care for the things that He has given us. We 
will remember to share with others what God has given to us. We will lose our anxiety by trusting Him more, and we will find 
the peace that only He can give. (Philippians 4:6-8) We will grow closer to the One who gives all good and perfect gifts. 
(James 1:17) The act of thanksgiving itself is yet another blessing from God.  

 

Save the Date: 

Kids Thanksgiving Party on 

November 19th during the Morning Worship hour 

 

The kids will make a special fall craft to take home, enjoy a snack, and have a special lesson on 
Thanksgiving, freedom, and the blessings we enjoy today in America. 

Children’s Ministry 
Autumn Stapleton 
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Missions Moment 

 

 

 

Food Safety for Thanksgiving 
 

1,  Safely Thaw Your Turkey                                                             

Thaw turkeys in the refrigerator, in a sink of  cold water that is 

changed every 30 minutes, or in the microwave. Never thaw your 

turkey by leaving it out on the counter. A frozen turkey is safe     

indefinitely, but a thawing turkey must defrost at a safe temperature. 

When the turkey is left out at room temperature for more than two 

hours, its temperature becomes unsafe as it moves into the danger 

zone between 40°F and 140°F, where bacteria can grow rapidly.  

 2.  Safely Handle Your Turkey                                                                                                    

Bacteria from raw poultry can contaminate anything that it touches.    

Follow the four steps to food safety – cook, clean, chill, and separate 

– to prevent the spread of bacteria to your food and family. Take 

Care with leftovers. Clostridium perfringens are bacteria that grows 

in cooked foods left at room temperature. It is the second most    

common bacterial cause of food poisoning. Symptoms can include 

vomiting and abdominal cramps within 6 to 24 hours after eating. 

Outbreaks occur most often in November and December. Meat and 

poultry accounted for 92% of outbreaks with an identified single food 

source. To prevent, refrigerate leftovers at 40°F or colder as soon as 

possible and within two hours of preparation to prevent food        

poisoning. Be sure to use a food thermometer to check for a safe in-

ternal temperature.        

3.  Safely Stuff Your Turkey                                                                                                     

Cook stuffing in a casserole dish to make sure it is thoroughly 

cooked. If you stuff the turkey, do so just before cooking. Use a food 

thermometer to make sure the stuffing’s center reaches 165°F.     

Bacteria can survive in stuffing that has not reached 165°F and    

possibly cause food poisoning. If the stuffing is inside a whole     

turkey, take the bird out of the oven and let it stand 20 minutes before 

removing the stuffing. Learn more about how to safely prepare   

stuffing at CDC.gov.                                                                              

4.  Safely Cook Your Turkey                                                                                                      

Set the oven temperature to at least 325°F. Place the completely 

thawed turkey with the breast side up in a roasting pan that is 2 to    

2-1/2 inches deep. Cooking times will vary depending on the weight 

of the turkey. To make sure the turkey has reached a safe internal 

temperature of 165°F, check by inserting a food thermometer into the 

center of the stuffing and the thickest portions of the breast, thigh, 

and wing joint. Let the turkey stand 20 minutes before removing all 

stuffing from the cavity and carving the meat. Learn more about safe 

minimum cooking temperatures and how to use and calibrate a food 

thermometer for turkey and other foods. 

 

ETCHA 

(East Tennessee Children’s Home) 

 

East Tennessee Christian Home & Academy would like to 
once again say “Thank you” for the remarkable support that 
Harrison Christian Church has provided over the years of 
our programs.  2017 has been another banner year for us 
with 7 of our young ladies making decisions for Christ and 
following Him in baptism.  All of this could not be possible 
without individual and church financial gifts and prayers for 
the girls and families we serve.  Since 1946, East Tennessee    
Christian Home & Academy has been offering hope and a 
purpose to children in need. 

 

In addition to our residential and academic programs, our 
B.L.O.O.M. aftercare program has offered case              
management, individual and family counseling, food    
packages and transportation to over 20 families in our   
community this past year.  We have also successfully      
reunited 8 girls back into their family system with continued 
support and encouragement.  We have had two girls      
graduate from our Academy and one of these young ladies 
is attending college.  We are so proud of their                  
accomplishments.   Thank you for providing  opportunities 
by supporting us through special offerings for missions. 

 

ETCHA would also like to say thank you to HCC for your 
continued support of our golf tournament by sending golfers 
and sponsoring a hole each year.  Our golf tournament is our 
2nd largest event fundraiser each year.  This golf tournament 
was begun twelve years ago under the leadership of Jim and 
Delores Fox.  Delores spent over 10 years serving faithfully 
on the Board of Directors as chair and other positions.      
Currently, Gary and Diane Harrison are serving on our 
Board of Directors and we are very fortunate to have them. 

 

We ask that Harrison Christian Church to continue to pray 
for ETCHA that we are able to financially meet the         
demands of caring for hurting young ladies.  Specifically 
that we are able to raise the capital needed to maintain our 
aging buildings and campus as well as to replace our current 
minivan.  We have raised over half of our $20,000 goal but 
still are in need of about $8,000.  This is a critical need for 
us.  Pray that we will be able to acquire a secure deed to the 
original acreage of which our Main Building rests upon.  
Most importantly, pray for our leadership and staff of 
ETCHA that we can continue to provide and meet the needs 
of the young ladies entrusted to our care. 

Parish Nurse 
Kim Sell 
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B.A.G.s 

(Bows & Affordable Gifts) 
Sunday, November 5, 2017 @ 1:30 p.m. 

 

Please join us for a couple hours of fun as we learn how to: 

• make beautiful bows for gifts and décor for any time of year, and  

• make affordable gifts to share with loved ones, friends in hospitals or nursing homes,       
neighbors, co-workers, etc. 

 

We are delighted to have Glennes Johnson teach this fun and productive class!   

No talent required!  Bring a friend!  Light refreshments will be served.  Door prizes!  Sign-up in foyer. 

 

Cost is $5 to cover the cost of supplies for the class (For ages 13 to 100) 

 

Hosted by L.I.F.T. (Ladies in Faith Together) 

Be sure to join us this Sunday, November 5th, for 
Family Sunday which is always special at Harrison   

because it allows our families to worship together and 
we  especially enjoy seeing our young people lead the 

singing, speak, and serve in the worship service. 

 

At the end of the service the KIDTIME kids will be   
collecting Christmas donations for Timee, their      

Compassion International sponsored child! 

 

“One generation will commend your works to                       
another; they will tell of your mighty acts”                            

(Psalm 145:4 NIV). 

 

 

 

 

 

Opportunity #1: On Saturday, November 4th  
(2:00-5:00 p.m.) at Founders Park 

 
“Living Under Christ Outreach Ministry” 

(homeless ministry) 
 

Our HCC Family has been challenged to supply several 
items.  Please contact Colt Birchfield for more info on 

how you might donate and/or serve. 
 

************************************************** 
 

Opportunity #2:  On Tuesday, November 7th 
(10:00-2:00 p.m.) we need a team of 8-10 volunteers to 

plan, prepare, and serve the weekly Tuesday  
Luncheon at the ETSU Campus House (Mike Luzader 
& staff) for about 50 students/staff, many of which are  

international students! 
 

PLEASE SIGN-UP IN THE FOYER TO DONATE 
AND/OR SERVE! 

https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwj9nYe1sPXUAhWM7yYKHXnOAcUQjRwIBw&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.methacton.org%2FDomain%2F111&psig=AFQjCNGUz7mSg-G0rDSl6WfA7v24oKmfUg&ust=1499454696968864
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The next Washington County Christian  

Men’s Fellowship is Tuesday, November 14th  

beginning at 6:00 p.m. 

 

Union Christian Church 

3639 Cherokee Rd. 

Jonesborough, TN 37659 

 

John Smith will be preaching on the theme 

“I Am the Alpha and Omega” (Rev. 1:8) 

 

UPCOMING SERMON SERIES: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

November 26 - December 24 
 

Through the eyes of a child Christmas is presents, 
bright lights, and Christmas programs.  Through an 

adult’s eyes Christmas is much the same, but with a lot 
of work thrown in.  Through some people’s eyes 
Christmas is a ridiculous, commercialized, and  

irrelevant event.  Through other’s eyes Christmas is a 
time of seeing how alone and lost they are.  But have 
you ever wondered what Christmas was like through 

the eyes of the people involved?  Join us this Christmas 
as we see Christmas through the eyes of those who saw 

it firsthand. 

Saturday, December 23 | 6:00 p.m. 

 

(Casting Sign-ups Coming Soon) 

 

All-Church Carry-In Dinner 5:00 p.m. 

Meat, rolls & drink provided 

Sunday, November 12th 

https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjw746wjJvXAhUN3mMKHacgD14QjRwIBw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.freedomhouse.ca%2Fliving-nativity%2F&psig=AOvVaw3WjVKyrgY8iOp6SXVYTfQo&ust=1509547276276441
https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjaqPbS-LPSAhWnz4MKHYHmBkMQjRwIBw&url=https%3A%2F%2Fclipartfest.com%2Fcategories%2Fview%2F55da722a9cf32e890b482c80e86e7afd84d81dd9%2Fmens-fellowship-clipart.html&b
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Happenings at Harrison 

Sunday, November 5, 12, 19, 26 
9:30 a.m. Sunday School 
10:30 a.m. Worship Service 
 
Sunday, November 5 
10:30 a.m. Family Sunday Worship Service 
1:30 p.m. “B.A.G.’s” (see related article) 
 
Sunday, November 12 
11:45 a.m. Congregational Meeting immediately  
following morning worship service 
 
Tuesday, November 7 
10:00-2:00 p.m. Community Service Project 
(ETSU Campus House Tuesday Luncheon) 
 
Tuesday, November 14 
6:00 p.m. Washington County Christian Men’s Fellowship 
at Union Christian Church. 
 
Wednesday, November 1, 8, 15, 29 
6:00 p.m. “C3” Wednesday Meal & Connection Groups 
 
Thursday, November 2, 9, 16, 30 
10:00 a.m. Ladies Bible Study/Connection Group 
 
Saturday, November 4 
2:00-5:00 p.m. “Living Under Christ Outreach Ministry” 
at Founders Park in Johnson City 
 
Saturday, November 18 
1:00 p.m. 2018 Vision/Planning Meeting (All staff, elders, 
deacons, and board members should plan to attend.) 

November Birthdays 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

11/13- Samuel Harrison                           11/6- Amy Birchfield 

11/6- Haley Bishop                                  11/12- Diane Greene 

11/13- Diana Harrison                             11/16- Bill Boswell 

11/19- Andrew Huffines                          11/20- Gary Whitney 

11/30- Kelly Hodge 

 

 November Anniversaries 

 
11/6- Jim & Ruth Brant       11/26- Gary & Glennes Johnson 

 
HCC’S VITAL SIGNS 

 
2017 Budget:  $220,659.00   YTD Offering: $137,399.56 

 
Weekly Budget Needs:  $4,243.00 

 
Date   Offering Given  Worship S.S 

October 1  $ 2,418.00       64         26 

October 8  $ 2,968.00       88  30 

October 15  $ 1,925.00       58  29 

October 22  $ 4,024.47       71  31 

October 29  $ 2,465.00       69  32   


